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A Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is a study to determine the impact of a proposed
development on the cultural heritage value of a property and to recommend an overall
approach to the conservation of the heritage resource. The assessment results in a
report that identifies all heritage resources present on a site, provides an evaluation of
those resources and makes recommendations regarding conservation methods and/or
mitigation that would minimize the impact of the proposed development. HIAs are
important planning tools to ensure that heritage values and attributes are considered in
the land development process.

The study will be based on a thorough understanding of the significance and heritage
attributes of the cultural heritage resource, identify the proposed development or
alteration will have, and consider and recommend mitigation and conservation
strategies that best conserves the resources within the context of the proposed
development.

Minimal intervention should be the guiding principle for all work.

Policy Context

An HIA is intended required to determine compliance of a proposed development with
heritage policies and assist staff with analysis and report preparation. The rationale for
requiring a heritage impact assessment arises from:

q The Ontario Heritage Act

1 Section 2(d) of the Planning Act

1 Section 2.6 of the Provincial Policy Statement (2020)

1 The City of Kawartha Lakes Official Plan, Sections 10.5—Heritage Policies and 35.11
Appendix K—Heritage Impact Assessment



Heritage impact assessments should be based on accepted conservation principles and
guidelines including:

1 The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada
(Parks Canada)

1 Heritage Conservation Principles for Land Use Planning (Ontario Ministry of
Tourism, Culture and Sport)

1 Eight Guiding Principles in the Conservation of Historic Properties (Ontario Ministry
of Tourism, Culture and Sport)
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