
Getting married? 
In 2019 we had 30 
couples exchange vows at 
City Hall. Exchange your 
wedding vows in a civil 
marriage ceremony at 
Kawartha Lakes City Hall 
or off-site by request. 

Mayor’s Message 2020

Stay Connected 
kawarthalakes.ca 

explorekawarthalakes.ca
kawarthalakeslibrary.ca

We invite you to Jump In and join an online conversation about projects                                                 
and issues shaping the future of our community. 

jumpinkawarthalakes.ca

Contact your Councillor at kawarthalakes.ca/council

Like and follow us on social media:

/cityofkawarthalakes City of Kawartha Lakes /kawarthalakes explore_kl

Be ready for flood season
Each spring when the snow melts and the ground thaws, areas of Kawartha Lakes are prone to 
flooding. Plan ahead to protect your family and property in three easy steps: 

1. Subscribe to emergency alerts to stay informed by visiting                    
kawarthalakes.ca/subscribe for road closures, alerts and news.               
Follow us on Facebook: cityofkawarthalakes and Twitter: @kawarthalakes

2. Download the free Pingstreet app on your mobile phone or tablet.       
Enable notifications so that you’ll receive a message in the event of    
flooding or an emergency.

3. Review tips on emergency preparedness at kawarthalakes.ca/flood.                    
Prepare a 72-hour emergency kit.

Tax program applications (2019 tax year)
Tax Reduction due to demolition, fire, change of use. For a complete description of the program please 
visit our website. Application Deadline: February 29, 2020. Charity Rebate Application Deadline: 
February 29, 2020. Contact us for details: taxes@kawarthalakes.ca or 705-324-9411 and press option 3.

Winter maintenance service 
requests? Report It online. 
Use the online reporting tool at kawarthalakes.ca/
reportit to help us address any service issues that 
need attention. You can also call our Municipal Service 
Centres to Report It at 705-324-9411 or 1-888-822-2225, 
Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm. 

Dear Residents,

It’s a pleasure to write to you and share some details about the positive direction our community is headed. 

We just passed the 2020 Budget and I’m pleased to report that Council has kept our commitment to 
keeping Kawartha Lakes affordable and thriving. As with all financial plans, we made some adjustments to 
keep the tax rate as affordable as possible (3.5% tax levy increase) while still investing where needed. 

There are many exciting projects taking place across the municipality which you can read about on the next 
pages. We’re investing in roads, downtowns, parks, housing and more. 

We’re keeping an eye on the changing needs and interests of our community: 
• Seniors aged 65+, who form 25% of our population, need different services and support than 

they did a decade ago. 

• Agriculture and tourism, two of our strongest economic sectors, are adapting alongside the 
changes in climate, technology and consumer demand.

• The need for a different mix of recreation facilities and programming is starting to emerge. 

• Other levels of government are looking to modernize the way they do business, including how 
they fund municipalities.

With all of these changes, our vision for Kawartha Lakes is changing too. We are focusing on creating 
and building for future generations. Active transportation, outdoor recreation, arts and cultural amenities, 
housing and employment opportunities all need to shift with the times.

As we build for the future, I can’t stress enough that affordability is a top priority for Council and staff. We are 
always looking to find better, smarter and more efficient ways to deliver the 200+ services we offer. 

I look forward to making the rounds of the community this spring and fall with our new Deputy Mayor,     
Pat O’Reilly and Councillors. We’re putting together working sessions to continue the discussion around 
how we can enhance our economy, attract employment opportunities and continue to grow. I hope you’ll 
consider jumping in to join the conversation.

Sincerely,

Mayor Andy Letham

Mayor touring Logie Street Park construction

(Watch Council meetings 
live and archived)

Thriving and growing communities within a healthy and natural environment.
- Vision Statement, 2020-2023 Strategic Plan 



Connecting to each other, visitors and the environment.

Keeping our communities safe and healthy
We’ve been streamlining and upgrading our complement of Fire 
Stations. In 2019, we opened the Bethany Fire Station and refurbished 
the Coboconk Station. In 2020, we’re building the Mariposa Fire 
Station. We continue to work on fire prevention and public education 
along with fire code enforcement, our first two lines of defense 
against fires.

Lindsay Transit and accessible LIMO Transit has 
expanded its service to Sundays. A new hub, bike 
racks, accessible pads and solar powered shelters 
have all gone into improving the user experience.  

Kawartha Lakes 14 Libraries are places to connect, 
learn and grow. In 2019, our Omemee Branch got a 
new and expanded home on the main street and our 
Bobcaygeon Branch is relocating and expanding in 

2020. A full range of digital services include e-books, e-audiobooks, 
DVDs, ipads and more. 

Investing in affordable housing fosters inclusive communities 
and supports economic development. In the past five years, we 
have helped more than 100 individuals and families secure a safe 
and affordable place to live. In addition, we have assisted over 
40 individuals experiencing homelessness to secure a safe and 
affordable home with supports. To increase the supply of future 
housing, Council has doubled its targets to an additional 1,280 rental 
units in Kawartha Lakes over the next 10 years.

We are continuing to invest in family doctor recruitment and 
the services of nurse practitioners on a year-round basis. A new 
wellness centre is being planned with a number of partners in 
Coboconk to meet the needs of the community.

Attracting visitors and businesses to our 
vibrant communities
This year we’re investing in the research behind a new Cultural 
Centre to ensure that we develop the right mix of arts, culture and 
entertainment to attract year-round visitors and a new generation    
of residents.

Investing in downtowns. Lindsay is undergoing a phased-
in approach to modernize underground infrastructure and 
ensure clean water. At the same time, it will receive a face 
lift above the ground with new sidewalks, landscaping, 

streetlights and signs. Fenelon Falls is next, with the design being 
completed in 2020. The Million Dollar Makeover incentive program 
has already helped over 25 properties to enhance their storefronts 
and signage. Read more at kawarthalakes.ca/majorprojects

Attracting new commercial, industrial and 
entrepreneurial investment is a focus for Council. A 
new development charges policy has been designed 
to spur investment, and we’re poised for our biggest 
year yet. We’re welcoming the Innovation Cluster 

of Peterborough and the Kawarthas to our municipality to foster 
innovative startups. We continue to invest in new job creation through 
the Kawartha Lakes Small Business and Entrepreneurship Centre.

Mark your calendar! On October 
14 to 17, the 2020 International 
Plowing Match will be coming 
to the Lindsay Fairgrounds. 
Our agricultural community is 
excited that Kawartha Lakes will 
showcase this event that draws 
in over 80,000 visitors.

Enhancing our environment
An Active Transportation Master Plan will be created in 2020 
to ensure that we’re linking our downtowns, trails, sidewalks and 
amenities together in a way that encourages walking and cycling 
to reduce carbon emissions.

We’re investing in active parks to encourage outdoor recreation. 
Logie Street Park will open near Canada Day and will include a 
splash pad, several play structures, a zip line, an outdoor skating 
track, trails, return of the lilac gardens and more! After the 2020 
beach season, work begins on the Bobcaygeon Beach Park – 
developing it into a destination park for residents and visitors alike.  

We’re leading the way toward a 
greener planet. You’re encouraged to 
join the Kawartha Lakes voluntary ban 
on single-use plastics. Bring your own 
bags when you shop, ask for a china 
mug at the coffee shop and support 
the many businesses that are making 
healthy choices easier for consumers.

Continuing to work on roads. In 2019, we invested a record 
amount of funds into the care, maintenance and revitalization of 
our roads across the municipality, spending over $50 million on 
this vital infrastructure. For 2020, Council has approved six new 
hot mix boxes to provide dedicated equipment to each of our 
depots to assist with more efficient pothole repairs. Many thanks 
to the residents who participated in the Roads 101 Roundtables 
last fall. Your input will help shape recommendations and 
communications moving forward. 


