
Mayor’s Message 2018

Dear Residents,
As we begin a new year, the final year of our Council’s term of office, I’m pleased to share a few highlights of where 
we’ve been and what lies ahead.

In a nutshell, the last 3 years have been a season of learning, listening and taking action. We’ve done what we set 
out to do: meet our challenges head on, ‘stop the bleeding’ of our finances and change the way we do business. 
We’ve learned what it will cost to keep Kawartha Lakes running smoothly over the next decade. Most importantly, 
we’ve developed a plan to do that while keeping property taxes as low as possible.  

During the Core Service Review, we took a close look at 49 of our services. We maintained the areas that were 
running efficiently and sharpened up the areas that weren’t. A few examples: 
• Staffing costs have been reduced by $1 million over each of the last 3 years. 
• Consolidating library locations has increased overall usage while providing better hours and collections. 
• Council listened as you told us which services you value most, including arenas and community halls. We’ve 
  adjusted user fees and will continue to monitor these facilities as we work together to find ways to make them 
  more sustainable. 

We’ve taken a big step forward in our financial health by adopting and putting into practice guiding documents 
such as the Asset Management Plan and 10 Year Financial Plan. The 2018 budget shows the value of these plans. 
We’re spending $9 million on big projects such as arena upgrades across the board and building new bridges and 
parks, while investing $2 million back into our reserves. We’ve successfully reversed the long term trend of raiding 
reserves to keep taxes artificially low. Council has made some bold decisions in order to get this done. 

We heard loud and clear that you wanted better roads, and we’ve put a plan in place to get us there. Council 
endorsed a multi-year gravel road rehabilitation program worth $4.6 million. A further $2.9 million will go toward 
roads capital replacement each year, largely for paved roads. This is over and above the $30 million we spend in 
total annually on our roads program.

Even with these enhancements to the services you value most, we’ve managed to hold the tax increase to below 
what was forecasted. Our partnership agencies such as the police, conservation authorities, the health unit and 
others kept their requirements as low as possible. Together with government grants and efficiencies found by staff, 
we brought the final budget for taxation down to an average increase of 3.25%. If we stay the course, the next 10 
years are projected to have a mix of stable and declining tax increases. 

It’s exciting that our municipality is growing. New housing permits have increased 21% over last year. We’re putting 
in 360 residential units across Kawartha Lakes. Several commercial units are also under way. More development 
means the tax base is spread across more ratepayers. We’re now reaping the rewards of our previous investment 
in infrastructure.

Thank you for your contributions to our new direction. I encourage all those interested in making positive changes 
in our community to consider getting involved. There’s many ways to invest your skills and talents in shaping the 
future of this vast, naturally beautiful and growing area we call home. See inside for information on the changes 
taking place next municipal election and be sure to vote!

Wishing you the very best in 2018. 

Mayor Andy Letham



City of Kawartha Lakes 
New Ward Boundaries

VOTE VOTE

2018 Kawartha Lakes Election

New! 
Wards and Council structure

2017 After 2018 Election
16 Councillors

1 Mayor
8 Councillors

1 Mayor

New! 
Internet and telephone voting
Council has approved the sole use of internet and 
telephone voting for the 2018 Municipal Election. 
Electors will now be able to cast their vote online 
or by telephone from anywhere they have an 
internet or telephone connection.Your election 
package and access code will be mailed to you in 
the fall of 2018.

To vote in the 2018 Municipal 
Election you must be:

At least 18 years of age
A Canadian citizen
A resident of Kawartha Lakes or an owner 
or tenant of land in Kawartha Lakes, or the 
spouse of such an owner or tenant
Not prohibited from voting by law

Important dates:
May 1, 2018
• Nomination filing begins 8:30am
• Campaign period begins
July 27, 2018
• Nomination day (last day to be nominated 
  and final day for withdrawal of candidacy)  
  between 9:00am and 2:00pm
October 22, 2018
• Election day (last day for voting)
December 1, 2018
• Council term begins

For more information about the 2018 election, 
visit www.kawarthalakes.ca/election

Large versions of this map are available for viewing at Municipal Service Centres     
and selected library branches or online at www.kawarthalakes.ca/election. 

Map produced by the City of Kawartha Lakes Mapping & GIS Division with data obtained under license. Reproduction 
without permission is prohibited. All distances and locations are approximate and are not of survey quality. 

This map is illustrative only. Do not rely on it as being a precise indicator of privately or publicity owned land, 
routes, locations or features, nor as a guide to navigate. For accurate reference of the Ward Boundaries please 

refer to By-Law 2017-053 on the City of Kawartha Lakes Website or contact the Clerks office. 

mailto:www.kawarthalakes.ca/election?subject=


Help your lost pet return 
home safely!
When your dog is missing it can be extremely 
stressful for both you and your pet. Licensing 
your dog allows us to contact you as soon as your 
dog is picked up by our Municipal Law Enforcement 
officers so you can bring your pet home as soon 
as possible.

If your dog is held for more than 3 business 
days at the Humane Society, it will be put up 
for adoption.

Purchasing a dog license helps to keep your dog safe 
and protects community health and safety. For these 
reasons dogs are required to be licensed as part of 
City of Kawartha Lakes Animal By-Law 2017-039.

You can buy dog tags online by visiting 
www.kawarthalakes.ca/dogtags or at any Municipal 
Service Centre or Library branch in Kawartha Lakes, or 
at the Humane Society of Kawartha Lakes. 

New 
Prices:

Lifetime Dog Tag
Valid for the entire 
life of your pet.

Annual Dog Tag
Valid for the calendar 
year in which the tag 
was purchased. 

Altered 
Dog

Proof of microchip, 
current rabies 
vaccine and proof 
of alteration 
required
$60

Proof of current 
rabies vaccine and 
proof of alteration 
required
$27

Unaltered 
Dog

Proof of microchip, 
current rabies 
vaccine required 
$100

Proof of current ra-
bies vaccine 
required 
$32

The 2018 Municipal Calendars are available at Municipal 
Service Centres, Kawartha Lakes Public Library 
branches and selected retail locations. Visit 
www.kawarthalakes.ca/recycle for more information.

Tax Program Applications:

Apply for a tax reduction due to demolition, fire or 
change of use. For a complete description of the 
program please visit the City’s website (2017 tax 
year). Application Deadline:  February 28, 2018

Vacancy Applications – Commercial and Industrial 
Properties (2017 tax year) Application Deadline:  
February 28, 2018

Charity Rebate Applications (2017 tax year) 
Application Deadline:  February 28, 2018

Contact Revenue and Taxation for details: Email 
taxes@kawarthalakes.ca or call 705-324-9411

Contact your Councillor:  
Emails available online at 
www.kawarthalakes.ca/contactcouncil

Ward Councillor
1 Rob Macklem 705-878-2031
2 Emmett Yeo 705-454-9531
3 Gord Miller 705-934-4152
4 Andrew Veale 705-439-2434
5 Stephen Strangway 705-887-6699
6 Doug Elmslie 705-887-9281
7 Brian Junkin 705-887-5529
8 John Pollard 705-324-0020
9 Isaac Breadner 705-341-2426

10 Pat Dunn 705-324-7218
11 Patrick O’Reilly 705-324-9677
12 Gord James 705-324-3985
13 Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 705-324-9411 

extension 1310
14 Gerard Jilesen 705-799-7788
15 Mary Ann Martin 705-799-1617
16 Heather Stauble 705-324-9411 

extension 2416
Andy Letham, Mayor, 705-324-9411 
extension 1310
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