
Dear Residents,

Five months ago we declared a State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic. While we 
were making good headway going into 2020, we’ve had to turn on a dime to deal with the 
pandemic. I’m proud of the way together we’ve responded, are recovering and resetting our 
course as a municipality.

It has not been an easy time for many in our community. From the front line workers 
who keep us safe and ensure that food and other essentials are available, to our 
seniors, especially those living in long term care facilities, it has been a long and trying 
period. It’s not over yet, but I’m encouraged that our collective response has kept 
community transmission of the virus low in Kawartha Lakes. This is largely due to how 
diligently most people have followed the guidelines. 

We don’t know what the Fall will hold as far as a second wave, but as things sit now, 
our municipality is in a better position than most. We’re targeting a balanced budget 
at year end, despite facing more than a $3 million shortfall during the pandemic. Smart 
decisions were made to balance service delivery while controlling costs at a time when 
many City revenue streams were cut off. Council was able to provide some financial 
relief to residents, including deferring property taxes. 

We know times are difficult for many, and we are underway with action plans to help 
our community and economy recover from the pandemic. Two task forces, focused 
on Economic Recovery and Community Recovery, are bringing together members of 
Council, staff and community leaders. Collectively, we will work to assist the business 
community, stimulate local spending and ensure we look after those who need 
support to get back on their feet. Please support local businesses at every opportunity 
possible – they need us now more than ever.

As we look ahead, we’re going through a process of resetting. This includes examining 
how we deliver services to ensure the safety of staff and residents, as well as the 
efficiencies to do it. It includes making use of technology, such as how we now offer 
remote building inspections using smart phones. We’re also exploring how we can 
make more services available to you online. We’re constantly evolving, and I believe 
we’re making changes that will be better for us all in the long run.

Sincerely,

Andy Letham, Mayor
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Stay Connected!
www.jumpinkawarthalakes.ca  Follow along with the progress of the Economic Recovery  
      and Community Recovery Task Forces. Share your ideas   
      and learn more at Jump In, Kawartha Lakes. 

www.kawarthalakes.ca/COVID-19  COVID-19 Service Levels and Information – visit our   
      dedicated page or call 705-324-9411 ext 4000 for a   
      listing of affected services.

www.kawarthalakes.ca/reportit  Report an issue, ask a question or make a service request. 

www.kawarthalakes.ca/council Contact your councillor. 

www.hkpr.on.ca     Haliburton Kawartha Pine Ridge District Health Unit   
                website offers beach testing results, COVID-19 tips and more.

Summer Fun!
www.explorekawarthalakes.com Find ideas on how to rediscover  
      Kawartha Lakes and celebrate the  
      best of summer in your 
      own backyard. 

www.jumpinkawarthalakes.ca
/summer-fun-map 

Tax reminders: 

cityofkawarthalakes City of Kawartha Lakeskawarthalakesexplore_kl City of Kawartha Lakes

Many thanks to those property owners who were able to pay April taxes on the original date.         
This helped us keep cash flow during the pandemic as we allowed others to take advantage              
of a 60-day delay.

Due dates 
1st installment
August 28, 2020

2nd installment
November 20, 2020.

How to pay
• in person at your bank
• online banking
• telephone banking

• mail cheques to: PO Box 696, Lindsay, ON K9V 4W9
• use the drop box at City Hall, 26 Francis Street, Lindsay

Share your favourite places in   
Kawartha Lakes.
     
 


