
Library Storytime in Victoria Park

January 2022 Update

Dear Residents,

As we begin a new year, we are focused on continued recovery efforts. As we go to print, our community 
has reached 85 percent vaccination for people 12 and older. Please get your booster shot when you are 
eligible, and help fight the Omicron variant.

The goal is now to recover and reset, while continuing to keep everyone safe with the practices we know 
are working: masking, handwashing and distancing. Read inside about some of the ways we’ve put the 
wheels in motion for economic and community recovery. 

As the full impacts of the pandemic come to the surface, it’s Council’s job to ensure we meet the changing 
needs of our community. That includes thinking differently about how we deliver services. We are asking 
ourselves:

• In this last year as your Council, how we can make the most difference?
• What has changed in our community since March 2020 and what different needs do residents now 

have?
• How can we best meet residents’ needs with the resources we have?

We’re focused on keeping taxes affordable and have just passed the 2022 budget with a 3 percent tax levy 
increase. Please know that this percentage will vary in dollar amount on your property tax bill depending 
on your assessment value and where you live within the municipality. We also put in place a 1.5 percent 
infrastructure levy to ensure we keep pace with capital needs.

Many residents have contributed to shaping Council decisions over the last year. Thank you for ‘jumping 
in’ to the engagement website to share your opinion on a number of important topics. More residents are 
participating in Council than before the pandemic, whether making a virtual deputation or by tuning in 
through YouTube. Please continue to reach out to your Councillor directly using the contact information on 
the back page. This is how we can understand your needs and best respond.

Sincerely,

Mayor and Council

RESPOND   RECOVER   RESET 



Council is focused on working toward recovery in 2022
The economy is making a comeback.

• With newly reconstructed downtowns in Fenelon Falls 
and Lindsay, and plans to proceed with Omemee pending 
grant funding, we’re seeing the heart of our communities 
rebound from the pandemic. 

• Thank you to all who are shopping locally and keeping 
hard earned dollars in Kawartha Lakes. Take a stroll 
through our downtowns or get to know some of the local 
business owners online. lovinitlocal.ca. 

• Development is booming in Kawartha Lakes with 1500 new 
residential units approved in 2021.

• Council’s incentives are working and have attracted 
investment in 300,000 square feet of approved 
construction of commercial, industrial and institutional 
space last year.

Support local by visiting our 
thriving downtowns

Seniors housing complex underway      
in Lindsay

Getting people back to work with the help 
of other levels of government.

Looking for work? Looking to hire?
More than 100 people have successfully trained through the 
AdvanceEd program to be eligible for hire in job openings right 
here in Kawartha Lakes. We also work with employers to fill 
vacant positions in partnership with Fleming College and VCCS 
Employment Services. kawarthalakes.ca/advanceed

Community recovery is continuing, with a focus 
on health care. 

• Critical funding has been secured from the province for a 
new Community Paramedic program to provide safety and 
peace of mind for seniors and their families while waiting to 
access the long-term care system.

• The Summit Wellness Centre project in Coboconk 
has surpassed the $1 million community fundraising 
target. Council has committed a further $10 million in 
debenture support if needed. Pending support from 
all levels of government, it will break ground in 2022. 
wellnesscentrenorth.ca

• Council has donated $1 million to the Ross Memorial 
Hospital to purchase a CT Scanner/MRI and other much 
needed equipment. 

Expanded patios allowed restaurants to 
safely stay open in fair weather

Summit Wellness Centre concept

The 2022 budget puts emphasis on 
community assets, taking care of the 
environment and our road network. 

Highlights include:
• Updates to parks, docks, boat launches, public washrooms, 

community centres, arenas and trails throughout the 
municipality. 

• Bobcaygeon Beach Park will be completed this year and Logie 
Park skating loop will open this winter for a unique outdoor 
skating experience.

• $16 million invested in road reconstruction, resurfacing 
and lifecycle management. The new infrastructure levy will 
contribute to our roads each year.

• To meet the goal of diverting 70% of all waste from landfill, 
we’re exploring an organic diversion program and continuing 
the recycling pilot that diverted 42 tonnes of clothing/textiles 
last year.

• Council has supported transitioning the municipal fleet to 
electric vehicles over the next several years using grants and 
future capital budgets. 

One of many outdoor ice rinks 
supported by volunteers

Watch for opportunities to Jump In to projects that will shape the future of 
Kawartha Lakes, such as the Active Transportation Plan, Trails Master Plan and 
Cultural Centre Feasibility Study. jumpinkawarthalakes.ca

Did you know? Under the new Kawartha Lakes Ontario Health Team, 
hospitals, doctors and community care providers will work as one 
coordinated team to deliver better, faster care. Plans are being 
developed with community input to help shape the future of 
healthcare in Kawartha Lakes. Have your say on what matters most 
to you. kawarthalakesoht.ca 

As residents’ needs are changing, the municipality is changing too.

We’re offering new ways of accessing services to be more convenient for you:
• Check out a range of new online applications - from burn permits to backyard chickens. 
• Inquire about a virtual building inspection or purchase monthly transit passes online. 
• Buy a selection of waste tags online at kawarthalakes.ca/waste.
• Visit the new customer service dashboard to see if your neighbours have already submitted a case. 

View details and status of all service requests at kawarthalakes.ca/customerdashboard. 
• Report an issue or ask a question at kawarthalakes.ca/reportit.



Stay Connected to Council
Andy Letham Mayor
705-324-9411 ext. 1310
aletham@kawarthalakes.ca

Emmett Yeo Ward 1
705-324-9411 ext. 3801
eyeo@kawarthalakes.ca

Kathleen Seymour-Fagan Ward 2
705-324-9411 ext. 3802 
kseymourfagan@kawarthalakes.ca

Doug Elmslie Ward 3
705-324-9411 ext. 3803
delmslie@kawarthalakes.ca

Andrew Veale Ward 4
705-324-9411 ext. 3804 
aveale@kawarthalakes.ca

Pat Dunn Ward 5
705-324-9411 ext. 3805 
pdunn@kawarthalakes.ca

Ron Ashmore Ward 6
705-324-9411 ext. 3806 
rashmore@kawarthalakes.ca

Patrick O’Reilly Ward 7
705-324-9411 ext. 3807
poreilly@kawarthalakes.ca

Tracy Richardson Ward 8      
Deputy Mayor
705-324-9411 ext. 3808 
trichardson@kawarthalakes.ca

Stay Connected to Municipal News

Waste updates as of January 1, 2022 
Changes to landfill hours of operation:            
To extend the life of the landfill, Fenelon Falls 
Landfill will no longer be open during winter 
hours of operation (October 16 to April 30). 
Changes have also been made to the Lindsay 
and Somerville hours of operation. For full 
details on the new schedule, please visit     
kawarthalakes.ca/landfills. 

Mattresses can only be dropped off at the 
Lindsay Landfill for recycling. Or you can 
purchase a curbside pickup tag through 
a Municipal Service Centre or online at 
kawarthalakes.ca/waste. 

Bulky Plastics are now accepted at the Lindsay 
Landfill for recycling. This includes milk crates, 
plastic lawn furniture, clean plastic drums, totes, 
empty garbage/recycling bins and clean plastic 
buckets and pails.

Be ready for flood 
season! 
Visit kawarthalakes.ca/flood or 
download Pingstreet mobile app 
and enable push notifications.

Tax program applications 
Registered Charity Rebate and Tax Reductions 
due to demolition, fire or change of use of 
property: Application deadline is Feb. 28, 2022 
for the 2021 tax year.

Low-Income Seniors and Disabled Property 
Owners Rebate – depending on your income, 
you may be eligible for up to $175 rebate. 
Application Deadline is June 30, 2022.  
Contact us for details: taxes@kawarthalakes.ca  
or 705-324-9411.

Property assessments for the 2022 and 2023 
property tax years will continue to be based 
on January 1, 2016 current values. This means 
your property assessment remains the same as 
it was for the 2021 tax year, unless there have 
been changes to your property. Some examples 
include: an addition, new construction, 
renovation, change to your classification, or 
change of status as farmland, conservation or 
managed forest.

For COVID-19 information and 
vaccination details visit hkpr.on.ca.

Subscribe to emergency alerts to stay informed by visiting 
kawarthalakes.ca/subscribe for road closures, alerts and news.

kawarthalakes.ca

http://www.kawarthalakes.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQEHs3AwZH3nNaolKg-Aa1A
https://www.facebook.com/ExploreKawarthaLakes
https://twitter.com/KawarthaLakes
https://www.instagram.com/explore_kl/
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