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Policy Statement and Rationale:
From time to time individuals place flowers, crosses, signs or other memorial displays at the scene of a motor vehicle collision where a fatality occurred. Staff need to deal sensitively and respectfully with these situations while maintaining the safety of the travelling public.
Scope:
To assist Public Works Managers and Supervisors in dealing with Memorial Displays placed on City of Kawartha Lakes roads and requests for information in this regard.
Individuals who have placed or are requesting to place memorial displays for deceased friends or relatives on City highways must be dealt with in a highly sensitive manner.
Where there is likely to be a disagreement over a memorial display on the right of way, consultation with the Director of Public Works is required.
Definitions:
“highway” has the same meaning as provided in the Municipal Act, Section 1 and pertains only to those highways that fall under the control and jurisdiction of the City of Kawartha Lakes.
“road allowance” means the land occupied by the highway.
“memorial” means an object or display placed in memory of a person killed as a result of a motor vehicle accident on the highway.
Policy:
Guidelines
1.0 Memorials may be placed near the site of the fatal motor vehicle accident, in the direction of travel where the accident occurred and installed within 1 metre (3.28’) of the fence line or property line. Memorials shall only be placed in memory of a person(s) killed as a result of a motor vehicle accident on the highway. Where there are space limitations within the boulevard area of a road side, installation locations may need to be adjusted at the discretion of the Director of Public Works or designate.
2.0 Consideration shall be given with regard to parking, when determining a suitable location for a memorial.  As memorials are often maintained and visited by family and friends, and vehicular traffic may stop and view the memorial, staff ill review and assess stopping sight distance and the availability for vehicles to park safely off the travelled road as well as safe access to and egress from the shoulder of the road.
3.0 All costs associated with the placement of the memorial shall be borne by the person(s) wishing to place the memorial. As well, persons wishing to place roadside memorials shall be responsible for obtaining all utility company clearances, locates and relocations required for the placement of the memorial as well as the costs of any utility plant damage incurred as a result of the placement or removal of the roadside memorial.
4.0 In any given location, only one roadside memorial shall be permitted.
5.0 Memorials shall be made of wood and be limited in size to maximum of one (1) metre in height (3.28’), forty five (45) centimeters (18”) in width and forty five (45) centimeters (18”) in depth and must be secured in ground a minimum of thirty (30) centimeters (12”). No metallic fixtures or materials that can shatter such as glass or posts will be permitted as part of the memorial structure or for the purpose of supporting the structure.
6.0 Planting of shrubs, trees or other long lasting materials is prohibited. Wreaths or flowers are to be of organic nature.
7.0 Roadside memorials which, in the opinion of the Director of Public Works or designate constitute a hazard, fall into a state of disrepair, interferes with routine maintenance or is the subject of a valid complaint, may be removed by the City. Prior to removal, staff shall attempt to contact the erectors and offer them an opportunity to bring the memorial into compliance. If the erectors cannot be contacted, the memorial will be kept in a secure location for a period of six (6) months prior to disposal.
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